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represented to be, nevertheless they clearly show that the
policy of the Colonial Office in London was far from being-
wise and far-sighted.
Lord Durham had severely criticised the policy o£ the
Colonial Office with regard to the British colonies in ITorth
America, and he had boldly suggested that the remedy to
cure the ills of Canada lay in the transference of responsi-
bility of administration from the hands of the Colonial
Secretary of State, living thousands of miles away from the
scene, to the natural leaders of the people.* The persis-
tence with which the Assembly of Lower Canada threw out
the Civil List and created complete deadlock in the adminis-
tration demonstrated in unmistakable terms the Canadians*
disapproval of the Colonial Policy of Britain. And though
Durham had proposed Angli£ying of Canada and the esta-
blishment of legislative union between the Upper and Lower
Provinces—another mistaken view o£ the Canadian problem
—:the question was satisfactorily solved only by the forma-
tion of a federation of the several colonies.
It is clear, therefore, that the policy of the mother
country whether leading to the oppression o£ the people
of the colonies or to the neglect of the true state of affairs,
has invariably resulted either in a complete separation of
the colonies from her or by her granting responsible govern-
ment to them, but in each case resulting in the formation
of a federation. The mistaken British Colonial Policy of
* Sir C. P. Lucas, in his Introduction to Lewis' * Government of
Dependencies,* thus expresses himself regarding Durham's report: " Lord
Durham's celebrated mission to Canada in the year 1838 and the report he
issued upon his return in 1839 was the beginning of a new era in the colonial
policy of Great Britain. It led to the grant of self-gOTernment in its widest
sense to the large colonies, and it sowed the seeds of the confederation. Its
immediate result was the Union of the two provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada in 1840-1 under responsible government, and it bore full fruit, \?hen
in 1867, these two provinces, since known as Ontario and Quebec, were with
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick formed into the Canadian Dominion,"
Introduction, p* XXVII,

